
PUBLIC NOTICE 
OF A  

TENTATIVE DECISION TO GRANT A VARIANCE 
 
The Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation (TDEC), Division of Solid Waste 
Management (DSWM), is hereby giving notice of a tentative decision to grant a variance from 
classification as a solid waste for a nickel-bearing waste water treatment sludge that has been 
reclaimed but requires additional reclamation to recover the metals.  The sludge is generated at the 
Sumiden Wire Products Corporation facility (EPA ID No. TNR 00-000-1834) located at 710 Marshall 
Stuart Drive, Dickson, Tennessee  37055. 
 
Sumiden Wire Products Corporation (SWPC) generates a nickel-bearing wastewater from the nickel 
plating of stainless steel wire using an acid nickel bath electroplating process.  SWPC treats this 
wastewater on-site, generating sludge as a filter cake that is subsequently dewatered in an on-site sludge 
dryer.  SWPC’s sludge contains recoverable commercial quantities of nickel metal that require additional 
reclamation beyond SWPC’s initial reclamations activities to complete the metal recovery.  SWPC ships 
the dried sludge for further reclamation authorized facilities operated by World Resource Company 
(WRC) in Pennsylvania or Arizona. WRC further concentrates SWPC’s nickel-bearing sludge, blends it 
with others to meet certain specifications, and ships for metals recovery to their customer smelters.  
SWPC’s and WRC’s material handling and processing practices substantiate that the materials are treated 
as “product” which has known commercial values and markets.  Management of the materials is 
conducive to the protection of human health and the environment.  Reclamation of the materials allows 
for the recover and reuse of valuable commodities rather than disposal as a hazardous waste. 
 
The requirements and procedures for determining that certain hazardous materials that are being recycled 
will no longer be classified as a solid or hazardous wastes are provided at Tennessee Rule 1200-1-11-
.01(4)(b)(3).  These regulations are equivalent to those of the US EPA found at 40CFR 260.30. 
 
Copies of SWPC’s variance request, DSWM’s response and this public notice are available for public 
review at the Dickson County Public Library, located at 206 Henslee Drive in Dickson, Tennessee (615-
446-8293) during regular operating hours.  Copies of this documentation are also available for review 
during normal business hours (8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, except legal holidays) at 
the Public Access Area in TDEC’s Nashville Environmental Field Office located at 711 R.S. Gass 
Boulevard, Nashville, TN (615-687-7000). 
 
Any interested person may obtain further information or submit written comments or request a public 
hearing on this proposal by contacting Mr. Joe Putnam, Compliance Support Section; Division of Solid 
Waste Management; TDEC; 5th Floor, L & C Tower, 401 Church St.; Nashville, TN 37243-1535; 
telephone (615) 532-0882; Fax (615) 532-0886; or e-mail joe.putnam@state.tn.us.  The comments must 
be received by 4:30 p.m. CST, February 17, 2008to assure consideration.  After considering all public 
comments received, the DSWM Director will issue a final decision to either grant or deny the variance. 
 
TDEC is committed to principles of equal opportunity, equal access and affirmative action. Contact the 
EEO/AA Coordinator at 1-888-867-7455 or the ADA Coordinator at 1-866-253-5827 for further 
information.  Hearing impaired callers may use the Tennessee Relay Service (1-800-848-0298). 
 
Persons who wish to be on DSWM’s mailing list should request a Mailing List Request form by calling or 
writing:  Public Participation Officer; Division of Solid Waste Management; TDEC; 5th Floor, L & C 
Tower; 401 Church St.; Nashville, TN 37243-1535; (615-532-0798); e-mail solid.waste@state.tn.us.  
 
 

NOTICE ISSUED:  February 13, 2008

http://www.state.tn.us/environment/swm/ppo/SumVarReq.pdf
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